CHAPTER XLIII

THE CONQUEST OF THE KONKAN.
WARS AGAINST THE SIDIS AND THE PORTUGUESE

A, I). 173;i TO 1739

AT this point I must return to the narrative of Maratha
affairs within those provinces, which although inhabited
by a Marathi speaking population, were yet under the
dominion of foreigners. During Aurangzib's conquest of
Maharashtra, the Siclis had given him valuable help both
by land and sea. In return he had bestowed on them
Mahad, Dabhol, Raygad and a number of other strong
places along the Konkan coast. The Sidis' possession of
Raygad was peculiarly offensive to the Maratha monarchs;
for it was full of memories of the great king. It was at
once the symbol of his sovereignty and the seat of his
worship. These political considerations were aggravated
by a personal quarrel between one or the Sidis, Sat Sidi
by name, and one Brahmendraswami. The latter has by
some of his admirers beon compared with Ramdas and he
certainly enjoyed during IUB life-time groat consideration
from the king and the eminent men, who surrounded him.
Brahmendraswami's father was Mahadev Bhat a Deshasth
Brahman from Berar. His mother's name was Umabai.
They had an only son whom they called Vishnu. When
the boy was twelve years old, both his parents died. Prom
his earliest years he had been devoted to the worship of
the god Ganpati and he had the strange gift of passing
every year into a religious trance from the first of Shravan
(July) to the fourth of Bhadrapad (August) a period of
thirty4-four days. In 1663 Vishnu went to Benares. There